Approved For Release 2004/06/15 : CIA-RDP81M00980R000600170013-4

ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE A-1,7

Broademng

Of Korean
Probe Seen:

Up to 10 in House
A Reportedly Reeeived
Cash From Dlplomat

By Charles R. Babcock
* 7 Washington Post Statf Writer

House investigators have evid-|
ence indicating as many as 10 pre-
sent House members received cash
payments from former South Ko-
rean Ambassador Kjm Dong Jo. |

' Sources familiar with the House in-
vestigation of South Korean influence- |
buying said yesterday that this mfor-
mation — apparently from supersen—
sitive U.S. Intelligence reports — is
the reason Leon Jaworski, special
counsel to the House Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct, is push-
ing so strongly for passage of a House:
resolution demanding sworn testimony
from Kim. -

Kim’s corroboratlon of such mfor-
mation would mean the members in-
question broke the constitutional ban
on receiving gifts from foreign gov-
ernments. Many members who ac-.
cepted cash from Washington busi-:
nessman Tongsun Park, accused of be-’
.ing "an agent of the Korean Central
Intelligence Agency, said they had no’
way of knowing Park represented»
Korea. Members who took money!

from diplomat Kim would have no:
such excuse.. . -

Jaworski alluded to the potentlally
explosive new evidence about pay-
ments _from Kim during testimony.
yesterday before the House Interna-|
tional Relations Commxttee

The committee is scheduled to mark
up the resolution calling for mes
testimony this morning. .

‘Rep. Clement J. Zablocki (D-Wxs)
chairman of the committee, said after!
yesterday's hearing that . the resolu-:
tion would have to be amended to en-|
sure passage. -

In his testimony yesterday, Jawor-|
ski referred to public hearings last
fall where witnesses said Kim had

A

given an-envelope stuffed with $100-

bills to a House member, who re-I
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““information that we cannot now dis-
close” to support his assertion that “I
do know the activity [payments from
Kim] went on.” .

Later, in answer to questlons from
Rep. Charles W. Whalen Jr. (R-Ohio),
Jaworski said that in addition to the.
public testimony “there are a number
{of additional names] as to whom we!
have a showing” that there Were pay-
ments from Kim. : co

Despite Jaworski's subtle refer-'
ences to,still undisclosed payments;
by the former South- Korean am-t
bassador, some committee members—
including- several who are themselves
under scrutiny. in the investigation—
seemed to 'side yesterday with the
State Department posmon opposing
the resolution.

Warren Chnstopher deputy secre-f
tary of state, argued that the resolu-
tion, which threatens to cut off aid.
to South Korea unless Kim’s testid
mony 'is provxded would set a dan—.
gerous precedent.

Christopher said repeatedly that
the Carter administration had to op-
pose the resolution because of it51
“overt pressure” and threat of coer-
cion. He also said its passage would
permit other nations to call for simi-
lar testimony . from American dlplo-\
mats. |

Christopher said any consxderatlon
of cutting foreign aid to South Koxoa
should be made only on the basis
of what is “in the best interests of
the United States.” He suggested that
Jaworski accept the final South Ko-
rean offer of allowing Kim to talk by
phone to House Speaker Thomas P
(Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.).

- Jaworski flatly rejected that offer
‘as being “a mockery of the Congress.”
He countered that .failure to gain
Kim’s sworn testimony would ereate a
precedent worse than the one Christo-
pher feared.

S £ ismy opinion that the people of
this nation will not accept legal mcg-
ties as an explanation for the failure
of Congress to complete its investiga-
tion of corruption in 1ts own cham—
bers,” Jaworski said. ’

" ..“They will not understand why cor-
rupt officials who deal with dxplomats

may escape exposure and sanction

while others must face prosecutxon
he added. |
Bv the end of the hearmg, Zablockx;
was suggesting changes in the resolu- !
tion to soften the -threat of a cut in | |

aid. Jaworski was amenable to a point,’ t

'but said he could not accept suggested
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